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REFS: (A) VIENNA 5016 (NOTAL), (B) VIENNA 5190 (NOTAL), 

(C) VIENNA 5331 (NOTAL), (D) VIENNA 5384 (NOTAL) 

1 . REFTELS REPORTED PAKISTANI INTEREST IN REMAINING 
ON AND CHAIRING IAEA BOARD 1978-79 BY PERSUADING 
THAILAND, CHOSEN CANDIDATE OF REGION (SEAP) WHOSE 
TURN IT IS TO OCCUPY BOARD SEAT IN QUESTION, TO 
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YIELD SEAT TO PAKISTAN FOR COMING YEAR (ONE HALF OF 
THE FULL TERM), THAI REFUSAL THUS FAR TO AGREE TO THIS, 

AND STRICTLY NEUTRAL US ATTITUDE EXPRESSED TO PAKISTANIS 
LOCALLY IN RESPONSE TO THEIR INITIAL APPROACH TO US. 

2. QUESTION AGAIN AROSE IN COURSE OF A CALL AT MISSION 
SEPT 1 1 BY PAK ATTACHE (SAIED) WHO, AT REQUEST OF NEW 

PAK AMBASSADOR, AGAIN SOUGHT US REACTION TO ARRANGEMENT 
PROPOSED ABOVE. MISOFF RESPONDED WITH HIS PERSONAL 
VIEW THAT US WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTIONS TO ANY ARRANGEMENT 
FOR BOARD SEAT SATISFACTORY TO PARTIES CONCERNED. HE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SINCE SEAT AT ISSUE WAS "FLOATING 
SEAT" SHARED IN TURN BETWEEN THREE REGIONS THERE 
WOULD BE OTHER MEMBER STATES WHICH PRESUMABLY WOULD 
WISH TO HAVE SOME SAY IN THE MATTER, PARTICULARLY 
OTHER STATES OF SEAP REGION AND POSSIBLY OTHER STATES 
IN PAKISTANS REGIONAL GROUP (MESA) AS WELL. 

3. SAIED THEN INQUIRED WHAT US REACTION WOULD BE 
TO MUNIR KHAN AS BOARD CHAIRMAN IN EVENT PAKISTAN 
SUCCEEDED IN REMAINING ON BOARD. MISOFF NOTED THAT 
IT WAS US PRACTISE TO ACCEPT CANDIDATE ENDORSED BY 
CONSENSUS OF REGION WHOSE TURN IT WAS TO PROVIDE 
CHAIRMAN; THAT SINCE IT WAS TURN OF MESA, KHAN, IN 
THAT EVENT, CLEARLY WOULD BE CONSIDERED BY STATES OF 
THE REGION. THERE WERE OTHER QUALIFIED CANDIDATES 
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AS WELL, HOWEVER; EG, ETEMAD OF IRAN, KABBANI OF SAUDI 
ARABIA. SAIED CONCEDED THIS WAS SO. 

4. COMMENT: FOREGOING IS FOR INFORMATION OF ADDRESSEES 
IN EVENT THEY ARE APPROACHED BY PAKS OR OTHERS ON 
THIS QUESTION. 

5. ACTING DIR GEN HALL AND SPECIAL ADVISER (MEHTA) 

HAVE GIVEN US THEIR VIEW THAT THIS UNLIKELY ALTER 
THEIR INTENTION TO OCCUPY SEAT FOR FULL TWO YEAR 
TERM. END COMMENT. LEAHY 
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